
Tax Records for Gloucester 
County , Virginia

Roane Hunt
January 24, 2011



Pioneer Publications 
of Gloucester Records

• Colonial Records – Polly Cary Mason
• Marriage Records (1854-1895) – Frances • Marriage Records (1854-1895) – Frances 

Haywood
• Census Records (1850-1880) – Cy Rilee
• Cemetery Records – Harry Jordan



GGSV Publications 
of Gloucester Records

• Death Records (1865-1890)
• Marriage Records (1854-1895)• Marriage Records (1854-1895)
• Census Records (1900)
• 26 Issues of Family Tree Searcher



GGSV Website 
of Gloucester Records

• Death Records (1865-1890)
• Marriage Records (1854-1895)
• Census Records (1810-1900)• Census Records (1810-1900)
• Cemetery Records – Harry Jordan
• Land Tax Records (1782-1867)
• Personal Property Records (1782-1867)
• 26 Issues of Family Tree Searcher



GGSV Plan to Publish 
Gloucester Tax Records

• Tax Accounts of Gloucester County (1770/71) 
with an Appendix – Quit Rent Roll (1704/05)

• Tax Records – Land & Property (1782-1791)

• Tax Records – Land & Property (1792-1870)
• Census Record (1810-1840)

Other Possible Publications 
of Gloucester Records



Summary of Tax Records

• 1704/5 Quit Rent 
List

• 1770/1 Tax 
Accounts

• 1782-1870 Land 
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• 1782-1870 Land 
Tax Records from 
microfilm

• 1782-1870 Personal 
Property Tax from 
Microfilm



1770/71 Tax Accounts



1704/05 Quit Rent Roll

• Abingdon
• Kingston• Kingston
• Petsworth
• Ware



1704/05 Quit Rent Roll
Acreages of 1000 Plus
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1770/71 Tax Accounts

• Abingdon
• Petsworth
• Ware



1770/71 Tax Accounts
Acreages of 2000 Plus

Burwell, Lewis 7000

Page, Mann Sr. 3515

Fox, John 3450

Willis, Robert C. 2800

Page, John Sr. 2679

Cary, Wilson 2419

Perrin, John 2244

Bristow, Robert 2000

Page, John Jr. 2000

Willis, Francis Sr. 2000



1770/71 Tax Accounts
Index
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1770/01 Tax Journal



Lewis Burwell
7000 Acres, 10 Wheels, 4 Tithes



Mann Page Sr.
3515 Acres, 43 Tithes



John Fox
3450 Acres, 2 Wheels, 13 Tithes



James Maury Fontaine
700 acres
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Ware Parish



Alexander Roan
166 Acres, 2 Tithes



Joseph Davenport
290 Acres, 1 Chair, 12 Tithes



1782-1870 Land Tax Records

1782 – 1790 1791 - 1870

• Abingdon
• Kingston

• Abingdon
• Petsworth• Kingston

• Petsworth
• Ware

• Petsworth
• Ware



1782 Land Tax Transcribed Records

Persons Owning Lands
No. of
Acres

Value per 
Acre Land Value Tax at 1-1/2 %

s d £ s d £ s d

Burwell, Lewis Estate 6800.00 50 0 17000 0 0 255 0 0

Page, John 4000.00 30 0 6000 0 0 90 0 0

Page, John 1000.00 6 0 300 0 0 4 10 0

Page, John 500.00 5 0 125 0 0 1 17 6

Fountain, James M. 400.00 40 0 800 0 0 12 2 0Fountain, James M. 400.00 40 0 800 0 0 12 2 0

Roan, Alexander 406.00 3 0 60 18 0 18 3

Burwell, Lewis Estate; acreage: 6800; tax rate s/d:  50/0; total value £/s/d: 17000/0/0; total tax 
£/s/d: 255/0/0.
Page, John; acreage: 4000; tax rate s/d: 30/0; tota l value £/s/d: 6000/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 90/0/0.
Page, John; acreage: 1000; tax rate s/d: 6/0; total  value £/s/d: 300/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 4/10/0.
Page, John; acreage: 500; tax rate s/d: 5/0; total value £/s/d: 125/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 1/17/6.
Fountain, James M.; acreage: 400; tax rate s/d: 40/ 0; total value £/s/d: 800/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 
12/0/0.
Roan, Alexander; acreage: 406; tax rate s/d: 3/0; t otal value £/s/d: 60/18/0; total tax £/s/d: 0/18/3.



1791 Land Tax Transcribed Records
Persons Owning Lands

No. of
Acres

Value per 
Acre Land Value Tax

s d £ s d £ s d

Burwell, Lewis Estate 800.00 9 9 396 13 4 5 19 0

Burwell, Lewis 700.00 9 11 347 1 8 5 4 2

Burwell, Lewis 575.00 24 8 709 3 4 10 12 9

Burwell, Mann 2418.00 10 0 1209 0 0 18 2

Fountain, James M. 400.00 19 9 395 0 0 5 18 6

Roane, Alexander Estate 406.00 1 6 30 9 0 9 1.5

Roan, Elizabeth 20.00 1 3 1 5 0 4.5

Burwell, Lewis Estate; acreage: 800; tax rate s/d: 9/9; total value £/s/d: 396/13/4; total tax £/s/d: 
5/19/0.
Burwell, Lewis; acreage: 700; tax rate s/d: 9/11; t otal value £/s/d: 347/1/8; total tax £/s/d: 5/4/2.
Burwell, Lewis; acreage: 575; tax rate s/d: 24/8; t otal value £/s/d: 709/3/4; total tax £/s/d: 10/12/9 .
Burwell, Mann; acreage: 2418; tax rate s/d: 10/0; t otal value £/s/d: 1209/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 
18/2/8.
Fountain, James M.; acreage: 400; tax rate s/d: 19/ 9; total value £/s/d: 395/0/0; total tax £/s/d: 
5/18/6.
Roane, Alexander Estate; acreage: 406; tax rate s/d : 1/6; total value £/s/d: 30/9/0; total tax £/s/d: 
0/9/1.5.
Roane, Elizabeth; acreage: 20; tax rate s/d: 1/3; t otal value £/s/d: 1/5/0; total tax £/s/d: 0/0/4.5.



1782-1870 Personal Property Tax 
Records

1782 – 1790 1791 - 1870

• Abingdon
• Kingston 
• Petsworth 
• Ware

• Abingdon
• Petsworth 
• Ware



1782 Personal Property Tax Records

Persons  Names
Free 

males
Negroes Horses Cattle Wheels

Burwell, Lewis Estate 1 28 2 54

Page, John Esq. 3 168 31 ? ?

Fox, John 2 53 19 52 6

Fontaine, James M. 2 26 10 52 4Fontaine, James M. 2 26 10 52 4

Roan, Alexander 1 7 3 27

Burwell, Lewis Estate; free males: 1; negroes: 28; horses: 2; cattle: 54.
Page, John Esq.; free males: 3; negroes: 168; horse s: 31; cattle: ?; wheels: ?.
Fox, John; free males tithers: 2; negroes: 53; hors es: 19; cattle: 52; wheels: 6.
Fontaine, James M.; free males: 2; negroes: 26; hor ses: 10; cattle: 52; wheels: 4.
Roan, Alexander; free males: 1; negroes: 7; horses:  3; cattle: 27.



1791 Personal Property Tax Records

Persons  Names
Free males 
above 21

Negroes 
above 16

Negroes 
between 

12-16
Horses Carriages

Burwell, Lewis Estate 0 8 0 2 1 Post Chaise

Burwell, Lewis 1 29 0 11 1 Post Chaise

Fountain, James M. 3 27 5 11 1 Post ChaiseFountain, James M. 3 27 5 11 1 Post Chaise

Roane, Elizabeth 1 4 1 4

Burwell, Lewis Estate; negroes above 16: 8; horses:  2; carriages: 1 Post Chaise.
Burwell, Lewis; free males above 21: 1; negroes abo ve 16: 29; horses: 11;   
carriages: 1 Post Chaise.
Fountain, James M.; free males above 21: 3; negroes  above 16: 27; negroes  
between 12-16: 5; horses: 11; carriages: 1 Post Cha ise.
Roane, Elizabeth; free males above 21: 1; negroes a bove 16: 4; negroes between 
12-16: 1; horses: 4.



County Acreage Check

Reference ValuesReference Values
1782-1790 Gloucester 193,465 acres
After 1791 Gloucester 138,630 acres
After 1791 Mathews 54,835 acres



Percentage of Land Taxed
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Money Math

1782-1797 Pound/Shilling/Pence £/s/d
1 £ = 20 s, 1 s = 12 d, 1 £ = 240 d

1798-1870 Dollar & Cents $ & ¢
1 $ = 100 ¢

1 £ = $3.33, 1 s = 16.66 ¢, 1 d = 1.39 ¢



Land Value Categories
Land Value Per Acre

Typical Locations
1782-1797 1798-1817

£ -/24/8 $4.11 Warner Hall, White Marsh, White Hall, Toddsbury, Elmington,

£ -/19/9 $3.30 Racefields

£ -/17/3 $2.88

£ -/14/10 $2.47 Near Ware Glebe

£ -/12/4 $2.06 Near Gloucester Town

£ -/9/11 $1.65 New Bottle£ -/9/11 $1.65 New Bottle

£ -/7/5 $1.24 Mt. Pleasant, Pigg Hill, Near Courthous e

£ -/6/5 $1.07

£ -/6/2 $1.03 Paradise, Near Freeport

£ -/5/- $0.83 Near Cow Creek Pond, Mt. Zion Church, A bingdon Glebe, & Bellamy Church

£ -/3/9 $0.63 Woodstock, Mt. Prodigal, Near Petsworth  Church

£ -/3/- $0.50 Near Olive Branch Church

£ -/2/6 $0.42

£ -/2/- $0.33

£ -/1/6 $0.25

£ -/1/3 $0.21 Near Dragon Swamp



Land Tax Rates

Years Percent

1782-1797 1.50

1798 0.38

1799-1812 0.48

1813 0.64

1814-1815 0.85

1817 0.75



1784 Personal Property Tax Summary

Tax Per Each

10 s

10 s

10 s

2 s / horse2 s / horse

?

3 d / head

6 s / wheel

5 & 4 £



Notation of 1802 Tax Rates

$0.44

$0.12

$5.00

$3.36$3.36

$0.86

$12.50



Special Information Included in 
Personal Property Records

• Lists of Free Persons of Colored
• Lists of Licenses for Retail Merchants
• Lists of Licenses for Taverns• Lists of Licenses for Taverns
• Lists of Licenses for Public Entertainment
• Lists of Licenses for Mills & Ferries
• Lists of Licenses for Dogs



The End


